No. 231. September 30, 1710
historian, and several others who wrote later; but being men of the court, and affecting the phrases then in fashion, they are often either not to be understood, or appear perfectly ridiculous.
"What remedies are to be applied to these evils, I have not room to consider, having, I fear, already taken up most of your paper. Besides, I think it is our office only to represent abuses, and yours to redress them. I am with great respect,
"Sir
" Your, &c."
No.   231.                                   [STEELE.
Principiis obsta------
OVID, Rem. Amor. 91.
From Thursday, Sept. 28, to Saturday, Sept. 30, 1710.
From my own Apartment^ Sept. 29.
'Tphere are very many ill habits that might with much -* ease have been prevented, which, after we have indulged ourselves in them, become incorrigible. We have a sort of proverbial expression, of taking a woman down in her wedding shoes, if you would bring her to reason. An early behaviour of this sort had a very remarkable good effect in a family wherein I was several years an intimate acquaintance.
A gentleman in Lincolnshire1 had four daughters, three of which were early married very happily; but the
1 This story is simply that of Katherine and Petruchio, in "The Taming of the Shrew," retold. It would seem that Steele was able to count upon his readers having very little knowledge of Shakespeare.
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